
 

 

 

March – April 2021 

Dear Praying Friends and Family, 
 

GREETINGS AND GRATITUDE 
 

In the days that we find ourselves in, we rejoice that God is still on His throne, and that He has 
worked through your faithful prayers and support to enable the ministry in Iwakuni to move 
forward. We are thankful for you and count it a great honor to get to represent you in the work 
of military missions.  

  

INCREMENTAL STEPS FORWARD 
 

In our last prayer letter we asked you to pray regarding our ability to submit the neccesary 
paperwork here in America that would enable our family to return to Japan together. Thankfully 
Prime Minister Suga lifted the State of Emergency, however the embassy was reticent to allow us 
to be able to submit our paperwork as the ban on new entries has been maintained. Although 
my family has been in Japan for some time, the fact that our son will be a first time entrant, and 
the others will have reissued visas, casuses them to designate our family as “new entries”. After 
some phone calls in the late night hours with Tokyo’s division of foreign affairs we were given a 
green light to submit our visa applications in DC. “Praise the Lord!”   
 

PRAYING FOR  DEPARTURE 
 

The day after I received word that our applications were able to be submitted, I rented a car and 
made my way to DC. Currently, we have been advised that the process of approval can take up to 
30 business days. Currently, we are hovering at around 25 business days, not including 
Japanese holidays. Please join us in praying that we will receive word that our visas are 
approved. Once we have visas in hand, we will be able to begin the process of getting tickets, 
taking the required Covid tests (praying for a negative result for all of us), and then mailing our 
belongings to Japan. Please pray for all of this to go smoothly, and that we will be able to also 
make our way home to Iwakuni for our 14 day quarentine after we process through 
immigration. As of the writing of this letter, all of our passports and paperwork are submitted, 
and as a consequence I am also unable to return, even alone, back to Japan until we receive 
these visas.  
 

LABORERS TOGETHER 

The theme passage for the ministry philosophy of FBC is I Corinthians 3:5-11. I am thankful for 
the saints that are members of Faith Baptist Church, and for the labor each of them has 
contributed during our family’s absence. Whether it is downloading a sermon for the service that 
we record each week, maintaining the facilities, keeping the financial accounts in good order, 
helping with follow up, or organizing events and fellowship, I have been greatly encouraged by 
the selfless service, and God honoring faithfulness of the folks we get to serve alongside in 
Iwakuni. Although the devil would love nothing more than to divide and sow seeds of 
destruction, we have seen the Lord continue to strengthen our resolve for the sake of the 
Gospel. It is our prayer that this continues, especially as we strive to return after an absence of 
over a year and a half. Until next time!   

                                                                                             Because He Lives, 

                                                                                                            Brandyn, Alicia, Dawsyn, Gavin, and Beckham Knight 
 


